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of trying to decide how much additional funding is indeed available for
a backlog of projects in our state. ISTEA provides many opportunities
and flexibility and allows consideration of innovative and alternative
ways of doing business.

The act presents the opportunity to better define and fine tune the
roles and relationships of die North Carolina Department of Transporta-
tion with metropolitan planning organizations in North Carolina. It will
enable us to focus more on transit, ride sharing, and high-occupancy
vehicle lanes. We are also excited about the implications and plans for
congestion management. Perhaps more important, ISTEA will allow us
to tailor solutions to better remedy transportation problems.

Clean air issues will also be another focus during this conference.
Since implementation of the Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance Pro-
gram, air quality has improved significantly in some large cities, but
there is still a long way to go. I hope we can gain further expertise on
that subject during this conference.

Both the Clean Air Act Amendments and ISTEA will undoubtedly
have a large impact on all transportation programs, and as the theme of
the conference suggests, it will not be business as usual. Hopefully,
today's forum will open the doors for cooperative planning and efforts
among federal, state, and local agencies.